
 
 

Welcome back to playgroup, we hope you had a great half term, although it did go very quickly! 

This term is a really busy one but very enjoyable.  We have lots going on so please make a note of any dates; 

we don’t want anyone to miss out on the fun. This week we will look at some Diwali customs, and will talk 

about Remembrance Day. Next week we will talk more about bonfire’s and fireworks as some children may go 

to displays over the weekend. We plan to have some fun to raise money for Children in Need on Fri 15th Nov. 

(or during the week 11th-15th) We will learn about Advent before starting all our Christmas preparations!  

IMPORTANT DATES 

Friday 15th Nov Children in Need day  

I am sure this will involve some random dressing up, bringing in teddy bears etc! More details will be on 

display at playgroup but children are welcome to come dressed up/wearing bear ears/spotty clothes all week 

in return for a small donation to children in need. 

 

Mon 9th Dec Christmas party, visit from ’Dazzle‘ and Christmas lunch (oh, and a special visitor) 

This year our Christmas party will again include a visit from Sarah at ‘Dazzle workshops’ who many of you will 

know.  She is planning a special Christmas extravaganza for the children. 

Any children who do not usually attend on a Monday are welcome to come in on that day. We will finish  the 

morning session at  1.00pm after the children have had a cooked Christmas lunch and hopefully a visit from a 

man in a red suit with a sack full of presents!  There will be an afternoon session that day from 1- until 3 as 

usual. Mhairi Fitch (Cecily’s mum) and Rosie Fitzcharles (Harry and Bea’s Mum) are bravely co-ordinating 

lunch preparations and cooking so please speak to them if you are able to help on the day with cooking, 

serving and washing up (always help needed with washing up!). There will be a vegetarian alternative to the 

Christmas lunch for those that require it. 

 

Mon 18th-24th Nov Road Safety week: Dig out the luminous and fluorescent clothes, the children can come 

wearing bright clothes.  We will be looking at the importance of ‘being safe, be seen’ 

 

Wed 20th Nov Photographer at Playgroup: Verity Rivers from Short and sweet photography will again be 

coming to take our photographs. Siblings are welcome to come too but there may be quite a wait to have 

photographs taken. 

 

Friday 13th Dec: Christmas Jumper day (raising money for Save the children) Christmas jumpers are 

welcome all the week 9-13th Dec.  We will be encouraging the children to think about children who do not 

have as much as they do at Christmas time. 

 

Mon 16th Dec Christmas show dress rehearsal 11.15am (Time to be confirmed) 

This is an important part of show preparations to help the children feel confident before an audience before 

the big event on Wednesday 18th. We usually have Amberley School reception class watching. Any child who 

does not attend on a Monday is encouraged to come along to playgroup for the practice. Chat to Andrea for 

more details as she is our musical genius. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wed 18th Dec Christmas show 9.30 start for show 

The high light of the year is our Christmas show so put the date in the diaries and tell the Grandparents, 

Aunties, uncles and anyone else who appreciates some festive fun. This will also be our last day of term .and 

there is no afternoon session on that day.  Our show this year is ‘The lost toys’. 

We shall be starting the show at 9.30 as we did in the summer   as this seemed to work well. Playgroup will 

then finish after the show although don’t forget the cafe and the raffle for luxury hampers!. 

We will give you further info nearer the time, regarding parts and costumes but if you know now that your 

child will not be available that week please let us know ASAP so that we don’t give them the staring role. 

There will be a cafe available afterwards serving tea, coffee and delicious cakes. We will also be collecting 

‘luxury items’ to put together some hampers full of yummy food and special treats that we can sell raffle 

tickets for.  There will be a box for your donations over the next few weeks. 

 

Snowy Weather In snowy weather the playgroup may have to close if members of staff are unable to get 

into work, or the roads around Amberley are unsafe.  As Culver Hill is often not gritted this can cause real 

problems. As a general rule if Amberley School is closed due to bad weather the playgroup will also be closed.  

Please check the Gloucestershire county council website which lists the school closures 

https://closures.gloucestershire.gov.uk We will also put any closure on our website and Facebook page as 

soon as it is confirmed in addition to sending out an email.  If you try ringing playgroup please be aware that 

it will take us longer to get to work than normal, but we would try to be open by 10.00 if we are able to. 

 

Winter clothing Please can your child always bring a warm winter coat and wear suitable footwear to 

playgroup or bring some wellies. We try to go outside every session.  Please remember to bring some shoes or 

slippers for the children to put on if they do come to playgroup wearing wellies as it is not safe for them to 

just be wearing socks.  You are welcome to leave a bag on their peg with spare shoes/slippers in so you do not 

have to bring them in every day but please remember to take home at weekends. 

 

Children’s progress reviews and 2 year assessments: These informal discussions about how your child is 

doing at playgroup will take place over 2 weeks commencing 25th Nov. The discussion is a chance to review 

their progress at playgroup and share information, and there will be a chance to take records home. There 

will be a sign up sheet at playgroup available shortly. If you can not make any of the sessions listed please 

just see us to make an alternative appointment. 

 

Playgroup Social Night out: There will be a parents social evening on Thursday 28th November 7.30pm 

onwards at The Old Lodge. All are welcome to come along.  See Mhairi or any committee member for more 

information if needed. 

 

Playgroup Sept 2020:  It’s never too early to think about the next academic year!  Your recommendation 

really is the best marketing for us. If you know anyone who has children who will be 2 years 6 months during 

the academic year Sept2020-July2021 please encourage them to get in contact if they would be interested 

in a place.  We start allocating the places in March so it soon comes around, especially if people want to visit 

before registering their interest. 

 

A gentle reminder    Please always remember to shut the main outside door when you leave playgroup in the 

morning, and especially if you come in/leave at any time outside of the main drop off time. The inner door 

should always be firmly shut behind you not propped open by the doormat, to prevent any potential escapees!  

 

Early collection in the afternoon:  We do appreciate that some of you need to pick up Children early in the 

afternoon to then get to other Primary Schools.  In order to minimise the disruption to the other children, if 

you could collect as close to 2.45pm as possible that would be great so that we only open the door once or 

twice! Thank you. 

 

Thank you so much for all your support, it is appreciated so much 

 

Term finishes after  the show on Wednesday 18th Dec, and we return on Monday 6th January. 
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