
 
Dear Parents, 

 

Welcome back to playgroup. I hope you have all had a fun break. This term is a busy one! We will be investigating the 

outside space for signs of spring, starting some growing activities, and celebrating world book day, Sports relief, 

Mother’s day and preparing for Easter. Please make a note of the dates below as we really value the input you give to 

our activities and the contributions the children bring in from home to ‘show and tell’ at circle time. 

 

World Book Day Thu 5th  March (celebrating all week from Mon 2nd March) 

 The children are welcome to bring in any types of books they particularly enjoy.  We know how they love to dress up so 

if they want to come dressed as a character from a book, or just wearing any fancy dress outfit that would be great 

but no pressure as I know how busy you all are. The children are welcome to come dressed up and bring books any day 

that week .If you have any favourite books that you enjoyed as a child that may be suitable to share then we would love 

to read these to the children (or you could come and be a story teller yourself! ) The staff will also be bringing in some 

of their own favourites and we will encourage the children to spot differences between ‘old’ books and ‘new books’. 

 

Sports relief Friday 13th March (activities will take place during the week 9th-13th March) 

We will plan some suitably sporty fundraising activities for this week to raise money for sports relief. We will use the 

excellent resources provided by Sports relief to learn about the life of a girl called Olivia from Uganda. These 

activities are useful in helping the children to think about the similarities and differences between their lives and those 

of children helped by sports relief. More details will follow so keep an eye on the notice board in the foyer. 

 

End of term spring show Friday 3rd April 11.15 am start (Audience to arrive 11.00am) 

Andrea is planning our spring show, which will again feature the popular ‘maypole dancing’! A sight to be seen!  This 

‘show’ is much smaller in scale than our summer and Christmas productions, more of a song ‘recital’ but it is just as 

enjoyable! All children are welcome to attend if they want, not just those who come in on a Friday. We will start about 

11.15am, and all family, friends and relatives are invited to come along and watch, arriving from 11.00am. There will be 

light refreshments afterwards. The session will then finish at 12.15 as usual ready for the Easter holidays. 

 

Outside Play and suitable clothing 

We try and get outside to play as much as possible, especially now that the weather is hopefully improving.  We will 

continue to use the play park as much as possible. We will also use our digging and planting area and ask that any coats 

the children wear to playgroup are as waterproof as possible and all clothes worn are ones you do not mind the children 

getting a bit grubby as they play outside.  Wellies are also great but please include a pair of slippers or indoor shoes as 

it is not safe to have the children running in their socks.  Please make sure all wellies are clearly marked with your 

child’s name! Thank you. 

 

Children’s progress records and reviews 

Please remember you can talk to your child’s key person any time about your child’s progress, and see their records 

(maybe when you are on duty) so don’t feel you have to wait for a formal session to ask any questions.  The children’s 

progress records are kept on the smaller trolley near the carpet area.  You are also able to take your child’s folder 

home at any time to share with other members of the family.  If you do take it home please let us know so we can 

record it is off the premises and return as soon as possible. We will be holding children’s progress chats over 2 weeks, 

starting from Mon 16th March. A sign -up sheet will be out on display shortly for you to book a time slot 

 

Playgroup Places from September 

We currently have places available for this September and throughout the following year. If you know anyone who has 

children that will be 2 years 6 months during that time please encourage them to make contact with us. I will soon be 

giving out letters to those staying in September for you to request sessions for next year. After Easter I will send out 

another letter to everyone just to confirm what sessions have been reserved for your child and asking for any 

alterations to be made as soon as possible so we can begin to plan staff numbers for September onwards. 

 



Nearly New Sale . The next nearly new sale is on Sat 7th March (set up on the Friday night and count up on the 

following Monday). Please look out for the sign up sheet on the main table to see where and when you can help with this 

event. WE PARTICULARLY NEED HELPERS ON THE SALE DAY. PLEASE ASK ANY RELATIVES IF THEY CAN LEND A 

HAND! The nearly new sales are our main fundraisers at playgroup and are vital in enabling us to renew equipment and 

resources, but they take a HUGE amount of organising and need lots of volunteers to run smoothly..the more the 

merrier so please get involved, and encourage any family friends and relations to lend a hand too! 

 

Committee:  We have a fabulous group of parents who make up our committee and give us so much support and 

encouragement. They always welcome new people to get involved so if you would like more information please speak to 

Kate Anderson, our Chair person (Albie’s Mum) 

 

Amberley Playgroup Facebook page and Website 

Karan and Clare regularly post pictures and details of the activities that have been taking place that week on our 

Amberley Playgroup Facebook page, (search Amberley Playgroup) and also on the Website 

(www.amberleyplaygroup.co.uk)  under the ‘this week’ heading on the menu selection. It really is worth following us on 

Facebook to make sure you see all that is happening, or remembering to check the website.  It certainly helps when all 

the children tell you they have done is ‘play’ as we try to give information about some of the different skills that the 

various activities are helping to develop in addition to seeing all the fun they are having!  Just remember not to use 

children’s names if commenting on a photo as it is a public page. 

 

Parking   Please try and only park on the gravelled area within the church forecourt if you need to come onto the 

premised for drop off and always shut the gates when you leave. Thank you 

 

Packed lunches  Please remember to pack a drink for your child and any utensils they may need to eat with (teaspoons 

for Yogurts, forks for pasta etc). We are finding quite a few children are coming without these items.  Children will 

need these items if they have packed lunches at school so it’s good practice for all! 

 

Collection from afternoon sessions:    Please remember our usual finish time in the afternoon is 3.00pm. We do 

understand that some children need to be collected early to enable siblings to be picked up from school at time, but if 

this does not apply to you please try and arrive as near to 3.00pm as possible, or wait until the door is open to all 

parents.  I hope you understand this is to try and minimise disruption at the end of the day and make sure the children 

are collected safely and we know who is in the building at all times. 

 

Children who are over 3 and on Nursery Education Funding. 

All children are entitled to the 15 hours universal funding (playgroup applies for this on your behalf) from the term 

after their 3rd birthday, but if both parents are working you may be able to claim extra funding to cover any hours over 

15 that your child attends playgroup or other settings (up to an additional 15, giving 30 hours funding in total). It is now 

time for you to start applying for your ’30 hours’ funding in order to claim the additional 15 hours funding for the 

Summer term (after Easter holidays). The final date by which this funding can be applied for the summer term is 31st 

March. You will need to check your own eligibility for this extra funding and apply through HMRC.  The website to visit 

to get information and apply is www.gov.uk/30-hours-free .  You can also look at www.childcarechoices.gov.uk for more 

information on the different options for help with childcare costs. If both parents work (or you work and are a single 

parent) and both earn at least £131.36 per week on average you should be eligible for the extra funding.  This works 

out at approximately 16 hours work per week for those paid on the minimum wage.  For those paid above the minimum 

wage, it is the amount per week you are paid rather than the number of hours you work that is the deciding factor (so 

if you earn more per hour than the minimum wage but work less than 16 hours you should still be eligible).  Sorry, but if 

both parents earn more than £100,000 per year you are not eligible!!  Please speak to Cathy for more information. If 

you are eligible you will be issued with a code which you need to give to Cathy in order for this extra funding to be paid 

to playgroup. 

Duty Rota   

Thank you to all those who help out with our sessions, it is what makes our community playgroup so special.  We really 

appreciate your help so much and it is vital in helping to keep the playgroup fees as low as possible so everyone benefits!  

The children really love having their parent (or grandparent etc etc) helping and they have the special job that morning 

of pushing the golden trolley at snack time which is a very coveted role, complete with it’s own song! 

If you have signed up for duty session and find you need to swap it please try and find a replacement parent or speak to 

Claire Taverner (Guy’s mum) who co-ordinates the rota.  

 

Term ends for Easter Holidays Friday 3th April.  We return on Monday 20th April. 

http://www.amberleyplaygroup.co.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/30-hours-free
http://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


